
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                        May 7, 2017 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 108 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I want to be different, and more than that I want 

to be better.  This is a frame of mind from which I operate most of 
the time, and in most areas of my life.  It is so ingrained in me that 
I rarely notice and question it.  If I seek to improve something in 
my external life, this frame of mind seems helpful.  It is possible to 
draw on this frame of mind and focus my energy so as to be or do 
better at many things.  But if I seek to make my internal life 
different, this frame of mind seems harmful.  For example, my 
efforts to feel better ultimately end up with my feeling the 
opposite.  My need to feel differently fuels a rejection of me and 
the way I am; it hinders my understanding of why I am as I am, it 
encumbers the formation of any sympathy or compassion for 
myself and the burdens I carry, and it increases the self-criticism 
which depletes me.  I am battered by my efforts to feel better. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 10:1-10 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 112 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 115 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for May 14, 2017 
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We received $1,472 for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering. Thank you. 
 On May 21st, we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


 
Fourth Sunday of Easter [John 10:1-10] 

 In the NRSV translation of the New Testament, today’s reading 
is part of a “pericope” [an extract from a text] which covers the first 
21 verses of John 10. The entire pericope is given the title, “Jesus 
the Good Shepherd.” There are three parts to this pericope, the 
first being verses 1-10 [the reading for today], the second being 
verses 11-18, and the third being verses 19-21 [the segue into what 
happens next in John]. “Jesus the Good Shepherd” is not a helpful 
title for today’s reading—the title creates confusion regarding the 
metaphor that is developed in today’s reading since Jesus is not 
portrayed in this reading as the shepherd. In today’s reading, there 
is a “sheepfold” [which is an enclosure], a “gate” [which is a portal 
or entrance; the word can refer to the portal/entrance itself or a 
closure for the portal], a “shepherd” [one who enters the enclosure 
through the portal], “sheep,” and a “gatekeeper” [a warden for the 
gate, i.e. one who monitors the gate]. In today’s reading, Jesus is 
identified as the “gate.” It is in part two of the pericope that Jesus 
is identified as “the good shepherd.” We will not combine the two 
parts of the pericope. We will consider Jesus as the “gate.” 
 We will also internalize the text, so that it is describing 
something taking place in our interior: namely, something God 
does within us which enhances our way of relating to the different 
components of our personality. I suggest that the sheep are the 
different components of our personality, and the sheepfold is a 
symbol for an internal mental/emotional “environment” which 
God is working to construct within us and is inviting us to 
participate in building and maintaining. This internal environment 
is welcoming, nurturing and supportive of the different 
components of our personality. It is an environment in which our 
life can and does come together into a whole. If we think of the text 
in this way, what is being said is that there is a particular “gate” 
through which our life comes together. If we go through this gate 
we will be able to shepherd the many components of our life. 
However, if we try to make our life come together by avoiding this 
gate or using a different gate, for example by excluding what we 
believe should not be part of who we are, we will in essence be a 

thief and bandit; that is, we will ambush ourselves, rob ourselves of 
the fullness of our life, and burn ourselves out by rushing around 
trying to be someone we aren’t, and ending up not being who we 
are. 
 What is central here is the gate. The gate is a peculiar receptivity 
and acceptance that comes to us, especially when we realize that 
something is true of us which we do not like or want, or we think 
should not be true. The acceptance is of us as a person who has 
thoughts and/or feelings that are not acceptable. This acceptance 
serves the purpose of helping us take seriously what is 
unacceptable, explore it in an effort to understand it, and then 
assimilate it so we can choose how and when to use it. The 
appearance of this acceptance is what is celebrated in the season of 
Christmas; it comes following the appearance in our awareness of 
thoughts and feelings we believe should not be there yet remain 
there, something which is highlighted in the season of Advent. This 
acceptance is emphasized again in the season of Easter as we realize 
that what is unacceptable is an essential part of who we are and will 
remain in our awareness [which is how we experience resurrection]. 
The acceptance is always offered/given to us following the 
appearance in our awareness of thoughts and feelings we consider 
unacceptable. Again, the purpose of the acceptance is to help us 
take seriously what is unacceptable, explore it, understand it, and 
assimilate it so we can choose how and when to use it. 

The acceptance is a gift from God, and we are invited to use 
it as the gate through which anything that comes to our awareness 
passes. When we enter our own interior through this gate, we find 
that we admit and welcome whatever feelings and thoughts come 
to us [as would a gatekeeper], and we facilitate the assimilation of 
whatever is presented to us in that our internal self-talk becomes 
more welcoming, nurturing and supportive [as would be the case 
with a shepherd]. God offers the acceptance, and we are invited to 
employ it in the creation of an internal environment that honors the 
different components of the person we are. This is even true, maybe 
especially true, of thoughts and feelings that are not welcoming, 
nurturing and supportive, that are essentially negative and critical. 
They would be taken seriously, explored, understood, and 



assimilated, so we can choose how and when to use them. In this 
internal environment, whatever enters our awareness will respond 
to the way we speak to and relate to them; they will come and go 
in our awareness as needed, and will be nourished and protected. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-4-17, Cycle A., John 10:1-10] 

 


